THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
priest would perform the ceremony, the Emperor crowned
himself.
He had long been a danger to the pretensions of the Holy
See, and his possession of Jerusalem made him a greater
menace than before. As soldiers of the Church, the military
Orders were expected to hate the Emperor, but the Temple
and the Hospital had also other reasons for antagonism
towards him. They had demanded and received recruits
and money for the purpose of regaining Jerusalem, and their
struggle had been in vain. Now Frederick, with the greatest
of ease, had obtained the prize so long denied to them. His
success seemed to show them up as bunglers and might
threaten their very existence. The Templars and the
Hospitallers felt that Frederick had slighted them. They
were accustomed to have their words treated with respect by
the leaders of a Crusade, but the Emperor had refused to
listen to their advice.
The Templars were especially bitter.    When they heard
that   El   Kamel   would   not   surrender   the   Temple   of
Jerusalem, they insisted that no treaty would be acceptable
to them which did not make provision for its restoration.
Frederick, however, brushed such protests aside.    He would
have liked to hold all Jerusalem, but he was not seriously
concerned that El Kamel wanted to retain the Temple.
Certainly he would not risk war over a building which meant
little to him, and the laments of the Templars were ignored.
The anger of the brethren mounted when the Emperor
crowned himself as King of Jerusalem.    The Order had
nominated kings more than once 5 and for half a century it
had at least always been consulted  and  had played an
important part in the coronation ceremony.    Frederick cared
nothing for what the Templars claimed as their rights.    He
did not disguise his irritation that the Temple had refused
to obey .commands issued in his name, and he made it plain
that to the Teutonic Knights, who alone of the military

